BULLETIN JOHN RYLANDS LIBRARY
March 1853, after mentioning all the sales coming up, he wrote, 'at present there does not appear any dearth of books for sale '. 4 Although the peak had passed, bibliomania did linger on. There is a notable example of it in a letter of Bliss to Pickering dated 9 June 1845:
I could not rest without Amadis de Gaule, and having ascertained from Mr. Utterson that he had no intention of becoming the purchaser I thought I might steal it away, which I did this morning whilst the owner slept, & by the connivance of a good man who was opening the shutters. 5
Real book enthusiasts could not resist the lure, and this was true whether they were collectors like Richard Heber, who mortgaged two estates and had many debts; writers on bibliographical topics like Dibdin who had to sell his library to cover losses in publishing The Bibliographical Decameron in 1817; or booksellers like Pickering. Furthermore, the conditions of the time did at least offer some opportunities. Prices were lower at sales, and there were still largescale collectors in the market. Some protagonists of the Roxburghe sale like Earl Spencer and the Duke of Devonshire were still active, the former until 1834, the latter until 1858. Sir Thomas Phillipps, perhaps the greatest bibliomaniac of them all, was collecting throughout the period when Pickering was in business. There were collectors on a smaller scale such as the Revd Philip Bliss, Registrar of Oxford University, bibliophile, and editor of Anthony a Wood's Athenae Oxoniensis and Reliquae Hernianae, and a friend and correspondent of Pickering; or Edward Vernon Utterson, artist and literary antiquary, who collected early English, Italian and Spanish literature; or Francis Douce whose collection was bequeathed to the Bodleian Library. Towards the end of the Pickering period new names appeared, like Henry Huth, who began to collect seriously in 1849, specialized in Bibles and early English literature, gave commissions at sales, and used to call on all the principal booksellers on his way to the city. The growing American market was also a factor. From 1845 Henry Stevens acted as an agent for collectors like James Lenox, whose interests included Americana and early Bibles. As Stevens himself put it, 'All Europe was ransacked for bibliographical rarities for Mr Lenox'.6 Sometimes there was the same intense rivalry. At a sale in 1847
Stevens bid up to £500 for Lenox for a copy of the 'Mazarin' forty-two line Bible in Latin. Phillipps ran him up to £495 personally, although his own agents Payne and Foss were present. 7
In addition, the decades of the 1830s and 1840s were a period of growth for major libraries, the British Museum and the Bodleian in particular. The book purchase grant for the Museum rose from £1,084 in 1831 to £8,904 in 1846. 8 The energetic Panizzi was appointed Keeper of Printed Books in 1837. Between 1827 and the year 1856, when he succeeded Sir Henry Ellis as Principal Librarian, the number of volumes had grown from 150,000 to 520,000. 9 The Bodleian too was growing rapidly under the Revd Bulkeley Bandinell, appointed Librarian in 1813. By 1845 he had persuaded the University to increase the total revenue to £4,647, and there was a further £3,300 from benefactions. 10 Hence the libraries provided a market in addition to the private collectors, and just as there was rivalry between individual collectors, so there was also between collectors and libraries. In 1824 at the Meerman sale, of one of the most famous private libraries in Europe, Phillipps attended in person and complained: 'the mss sold uncommonly dear owing to 2 or 3 villainous booksellers who came over from England'. 11 The Bodleian had managed to acquire some but was outbid by Phillipps for others. Bliss subsequently attempted to secure these purchases as well for the Library in return for a promise of a loan of them whenever he wanted, but Phillipps declined. 12 In 1847 Henry Stevens was in competition with Panizzi over Americana. Panizzi wished to acquire a copy of the poem by Dati on the first voyage of Columbus, published in Florence in 1493, but Stevens wanted it for Lenox. 'Tell me Mr. Stevens', he said, 'are you going to buy for your friend Mr. Lenox that Columbus letter in Italian against the Museum? Can you help us to the book without any injustice to Mr. Lenox?' Stevens suggested he bought it himself and exchanged it for another item wanted by Lenox which the library held, namely Hariot's Briefe and True Report of the New Found Land of Virginia (1590), and the Trustees agreed. 13 So, in spite of the decline of bibliomania from the dizzy heights of the Roxburghe sale of 1812, the fall in prices, the growth of the libraries, and the fact that there were still avid collectors in the market meant that there were opportunities as well as risks for booksellers, and Pickering was in a position to take advantage of them. 
Before considering Pickering as a bookseller and collector it is necessary to emphasize that he became part of the cult of the older book which included amongst its devotees collectors, writers on bibliographical topics, literary historians and some booksellers. Entering the trade as he did in 1810 as an apprentice, he could not fail to be influenced by that 'arch-priest of bibliomania', Thomas Frognall Dibdin. The first edition of Bibliomania had appeared the year before; 1810 saw the publication of the first volume of his edition of Ames's and Herbert's Typographical Antiquities; and in 1817 was published The Bibliographical Decameron in which, perhaps significantly, Pickering's employers J. and A. Arch had a share. Many of the symptoms of bibliomania as described by Dibdin -an interest in large-paper copies, extra-illustrated copies, unique copies, copies on vellum, sumptuously bound copies, first editions, association copies, books in black letter -all these are prominently displayed in the contents of his antiquarian book stock, both in the catalogue of 1834 and in the bankruptcy sales catalogues of 1854-55. These show that he was obviously catering for collectors. The latter exhibit large numbers of items in black letter; include copies of books formerly belonging to Cowper, Coleridge, Walton, Pope, Ritson, Ugo Foscolo, Samuel Johnson, Horace Walpole and John Donne; and the works of Bewick, Bacon, Donne, Ariosto, Johnson and many others, done up in fine bindings by Francis Bedford and Charles Lewis. Pickering retained to the end a collection of Dibdin's works. He had acquired and kept Dibdin's own copy of the 1811 edition of Bibliomania with manuscript corrections, extra illustrations and autograph letters of Heber and Earl Spencer. 14 Finally it can be added that, amongst the 'cures' for bibliomania, Dibdin had recommended the reprinting of intrinsically valuable works, and the editing of the best English authors. In the case of his own publications these were amongst Pickering's chief claims to fame. 15
In this environment there was much overlapping between collector, publisher and bookseller. In a letter to Dibdin in 1811, William Ford, the Manchester bookseller, makes it clear that it was collecting which led him on to bookselling. 'I have to thank you for the handsome manner in which you speak of me as a bookseller', he He influenced the editing of many of his productions and in the case of the successive editions of the works of George Herbert, he was entirely responsible for the editing himself. So there was, in this period when Pickering was active, a close web of interconnections in the world of books and scholarship in which publishers, booksellers and collectors played a part as well as scholars. The criterion was a passion for books, and this Pickering possessed in full measure.
When we come to Pickering's role as a bookseller it is evident that one of the major activities throughout his life was attendance at book sales. It was, moreover, an arduous one, and one to which he gave priority. In view of the rise in the number of sales and the fact that many lasted for weeks, there must have been scarcely a day that passed without the compulsion to attend. He is recorded as having been present on all forty-two days of the Hibbert sale,21 to have gone on occasion to three By the time he published this catalogue Pickering had accumulated a substantial stock including many rare items and was obviously well established. The list reveals the range and extent of his purchases during his first fourteen years and often the source as well. At the sale of the library of the Revd Theodore Williams in 1827 they must have been very considerable and included expensive items like the Hebrew Bible in manuscript on vellum, bound by Charles Lewis, for which he was asking £120. 27 His manuscript section, however, was not at this time very prominent, consisting of fifty items only, but there were 200 incunabula including John Gower's Confessio Amantis printed by Caxton in 1493, which he priced at £31 10s. 28 There were upwards of fifty productions of the Aldine press, including one of only two known copies of the first edition of Athenaeus Graece on large paper, dated 1514, which had belonged to Erasmus. 29 Predominantly, however, the catalogue displays Pickering's bias towards English history and the older English literature. By the time his stock was sold off, the To the British Museum and the Bodleian Pickering was a major supplier. The gradual increase in grants provided a market which he was not slow to exploit. Particularly from 1846 onwards when the resources of the Museum were increasing rapidly there is evidence of substantial sales by Pickering. Indeed, in that year he was the main supplier of English antiquarian books, together with Lilly and Rodd. Rodd at that time was the official agent employed by the library to bid at auctions, and when he died in 1849 he was succeeded by Pickering, who held the position for his last four years in business. Pickering's cordial relations with Bliss at Oxford helped him in his sales to the Bodleian. Items for Bandinell at the Library and for Bliss personally were sometimes sent in the same parcel, and he acted as an agent for both. In a letter of 12 September 1851 he wrote: 'I am sending a box today for Dr. Bandinell and shall put in it two books for you -one is a fine copy of Spottiswoode, price 15s., the 2nd edit. This I think must be a rare book. I have met with nearly 200 copies of the 1st edit, and this is the only one of the 2nd.'42 The commissions he received formed an important part of Pickering's business as well as a reliable source of income. Sometimes these were unlimited. In a letter to Bliss of 22 August 1853 he refers to a Psalter that Bliss had purchased: 'I was glad when I found that you had bought the Copland Psalter', he wrote, 'I had two unlimited commissions for it'.43 Usually, however, a limit was set by the client, and Pickering was not prepared to pay more than what he thought an item was worth. 'I did not get the lot 508, News out of the West', he wrote on 16 April 1850, 'It was purchased against me by Thorpe for £1 15s., worth 5s.'44 In undertaking these commissions at sales, he makes it clear that he disapproved of the 'knock-out' system, by which dealers formed a ring, agreed not to bid against each other for certain items in which they each had an interest, and then held a private sale at higher prices afterwards. A letter to Bliss on 8 May 1849 illustrates the hazards and dilemmas of attending auctions and undertaking commissions.
I lost the volume of Hale and Skimbold today, I was asked to join but declined, from the fact that if bought cheap I should have had to have given so much more than at the sale and not liking the principle -my poor friend [Rodd] too often lost his books by so doing, or paid so enormously that I believe he charged less than they cost -that I was indulged to run the volume to £36, and Thorpe bought it for £36 10s., an expensive price in my opinion. It was the only book of rarity in the sale and I suppose he thought from my declining to join that I must purchase it. I have written to Dr. Bandinell to this effect and I hope that he will not be disappointed. Hale I have had and sold for about £10 and Skimbold I have seen at least one. Therefore all beyond 20 guineas I thought excessive. 45
Pickering's attitude was approved of by Bandinell who wrote to Bliss about the incident:
I wrote on Thursday to Pickering and told him he had done perfectly right in letting Thorpe have the book and that if Thorpe offered me the book at the price he paid for it, I should decline. The fact is that Mr. Thorpe & Co. did not know Pickering was bidding for me, and they were very angry with him for refusing, to join their "Knock-out". 46
Not only did Pickering dislike the system, he was also known to have taken steps to defeat it on occasion. When taking a commission from Stevens, he managed to get detailed information about the lots in a forthcoming sale. Stevens describes the occasion: 'My old friend William Pickering showed me a catalogue of Lord Mountnorris's library to be sold at Arley Castle and intimated that we might perhaps indulge ourselves in some rare sport in burking a projected knockout among the London booksellers, of which he got wind'. Stevens went up and obtained an order from the auctioneers to examine the books, and estimated the value of every lot. Returning to Pickering with the information, they both went through the numbers, fixing a low limit on unwanted items and a higher one on the desired lots. Craven, Pickering's accountant, was instructed and left for Arley to procure about 100 lots. If the trade 'ran him on' on these, he was to bid on all lots to a limit of two-thirds the market value. The Philistines did bid against him', went on Stevens, 'but he did win his lots and made the rest of the trade pay, playing them at their own game but let them have all he was told not to procure. This spoiled the beautiful knockout, so that their dividend among above twenty hardly paid for their grog'. 47
Although Pickering disapproved of the 'knock-out', it would appear that he indulged in another somewhat dubious practice in making up perfect copies of rare books from imperfect ones, albeit with the knowledge of the customer. In a letter to Revd Joseph Hunter of 10 July 1828, he wrote: 'I have been much longer in executing your order than I ought, but it was owing to an accident, the Shakespeare after I had purchased it was found to want a sheet which I have had some trouble in getting, but it is now quite perfect'. 48 The practice is deplored by Lea Wilson in his catalogue of Bibles because of possible confusion. In a note about four editions of Cranmer's Bible printed between 1540 and 1541 he said: The desire to make perfect copies out of several imperfect has caused extreme confusion by uniting portions of different editions without true regard to their identity, the text differing, though beginning and ending alike'. 49
With his objections to the 'knock-out' Pickering might appear to be at odds with many London booksellers, as he was in 1832 with regard to currently published works in the 'Booksellers' Monopoly' affair. 50 He seemed to have a poor opinion of Thorpe as he revealed by a critical comment at the time of Thorpe's bankruptcy in 1837. In a letter to Bliss of 8 November he wrote: 'I do not know how Thorpe is likely to get thro' his difficulties and fear he cannot do it with credit to himself. 51 A former baker, Thorpe was no scholar, regarded books and manuscripts as mere commodities, bought in huge quantities and went to almost any lengths to retain the custom of Sir Thomas Phillipps. More congenial to Pickering were Payne and Foss, and Thomas Rodd. Rodd, with his remarkable memory and knowledge of books 'not confined to mere title pages', had a reputation for honourable and straightforward dealing. 52 He was held in high esteem by Madden. Pickering's regard and friendship is revealed at the time of his death in 1849 in a letter to Bliss on 30 April: I saw his widow yesterday, and was fearful from her extreme grief that her state was doubtful, however, today I have again seen her and am pleased to say that she is much better, the necessity of explaining her late husband's circumstances and papers appears to have aroused her ... I purpose to watch her for my late friend's sake, and if I can afford it and am spared, I will do what I can. My kind neighbour Mr. Foss will I feel assured do the like. 53 47 Stevens, Recollections, 167-70. 48 B.L. Add.MS 24873, fo.65. Dibdin had noted that there was a great temptation to 'make up' with the early folio editions of Shakespeare owing to the high prices they fetched. In 1824 he noticed that Pickering had had a set marked at £100 with the title page genuine 'but inlaid'; T. As has been said, the line separating collectors and antiquarian booksellers was blurred, and there is evidence to suggest that Pickering was as much a collector as a bookseller. This is not confined to the fact that he had his own private library. There are indications that many items even in his bookstock were acquired for a purpose and not just to sell. As Dibdin observed in his dedication to Payne the bookseller in The Library Companion: 'The gratification of a legitimate taste in the cultivation of literature . . . cannot be accomplished without the acquisition of a library'. Of the collector Francis Douce it has been said of his interests in ancient customs that 'in order to pursue them he had to amass his own library simply because the material was not elsewhere available on a scale sufficient for his needs'. 54 Pickering too was a collector partly because he had to be. In order to pursue his purpose of publishing new editions of the older English literature and neglected authors, it was necessary to acquire early editions and related material as a basis. Although the major libraries were growing the growth was slow in Pickering's early years.
In 1820 the funds for the purchase of printed books at the Museum were ludicrously small, amounting to £200-300 per annum. Pickering went on publishing editions until 1853, and by that time he had managed to acquire for himself copies of the first and second editions of The Synagogue., of 1640 and 1647. On 3 October 1839 he wrote again, informing Bliss of additional material he had discovered: 'A few days since I happened to look into a book entitled Epistolary Curiosities by Rebecca Warner of Bath & have found the first thing 3 letters of G. Herbert which I did not know of, nor has any of my learned friends pointed out'. 58 He had obviously acquired his own copy of this item, for it was still in his stock fourteen years later. 59 Pickering's collection of the early editions of Herbert's works is most impressive. The second sale of his stock in August 1854 shows that he had retained a superb copy of the first undated edition of The Tempk from the libraries of Brandt and Heber with the autographs of these former illustrious owners. 60 The same sale reveals multiple copies of all the subsequent editions up to the twelfth of 1703, one copy of which was noted as having 'bibliographical memoranda by Mr. Pickering inserted'. 61 There was also a copy of the 1652 edition of The Remains, including Jacula Prudentium, or Outlandish Proverbs, Sentences, etc. , copies of the second, third and fourth editions of A Priest to the Temple, a copy of the first edition of the Life of Herbert by Izaac Walton of 1666 with Herbert's autograph inserted,62 and finally the author's original manuscript of the Epigrammata Latina. 63 This was a striking collection on which to base his own editions.
Many more examples could be cited of Pickering collecting as a basis for republication, but one must restrict mention to just two, Robert Burns and Thomas Fuller. In his preparations for the Aldine edition of Burns, he had actually advertised for manuscript letters and poems. The 1854 sales catalogues again reveal his possession of copies, often duplicated, of editions of the poems from 1787 to 1824, including a copy of the first collected edition of 1787 with pencil notes by Sir Harris Nicolas, his editor. 64 It seems probable that this was borrowed from the publisher. In the preface to the second Aldine edition of 1839 it is stated that 'the possession of so many of Burns^s manuscripts has enabled the publisher to print a few of the poet's effusions for the first time, with extracts from the letters in the 57 B.L. Add Pickering also had a number of unfulfilled projects in mind for which he was actively collecting. One author whom he probably intended to republish was Richard Brathwaite, a royalist poet of the seventeenth century. On 8 November 1837 we find him writing once again to Bliss for an item he had not been able to trace: 'Have you Brathwayte's Whimzies, or a new cast of characters, 1631'. 69 On 17 October the following year he loaned, but significantly declined to sell to him, another of Brathwaite's works which he did not name:
I send you the Brathwayte, altho' I cannot now sell it should you wish to purchase but you are quite free to make what use you please of the book . . . you are welcome to take it to Oxford & send it me back in some parcel coming from thence to town. 70 By 1854 Pickering had accumulated a number of his works such as A Survey of History or a Nursery for Gentry (1638) and The English Gentleman (1633). Another example was Francis Quarles, again a seventeenth-century royalist poet, and like Pickering, an enthusiastic angler. On 29 October he wrote again to Bliss: 'I think I shall next take up Quarles. I met with a little tract of his "Verses on the death of his Brother Wheeler" & I saw at Trinity College Camb. "Verses on the death of Lady Marsham" -both these I think are unknown to his biographers'. By the time of his bankruptcy he had collected the early editions of Quarles including a fine copy of his principal work, Emblems, of 1635. 71 Keynes, in his memoir, remarked that 'it may be noticed how much he was influenced by the contents of the older books that passed through his hands, both as to the material that he chose to publish and as to the style which his own publications displayed'. 72 But in the course of time his attitude became much more positive, as the above examples show, of actively seeking to acquire the material he needed. His purpose became primarily one of acquisition for use rather than for sale. In many instances, as in the case of George Herbert, he produced a succession of editions and consequently held on to his purchases even though they were not part of his private library but ostensibly part of his stock for sale. Keynes goes on: 'Pickering's taste in literature, as shown by the works which he reprinted lay chiefly in the early poets and theologians. Most of the authors were strongly represented in his stock, so they do not seem to have found a ready sale'. 73 Pickering did undoubtedly sell off books and manuscripts once he had made use of them,74 but he also retained material in case he needed it later. His collection of Burns manuscripts certainly found a ready sale when they were eventually bought by Henry Stevens after his death.
That Pickering collected and retained manuscripts and early editions for possible future use is understandable, but for someone with such a strong interest, it would be but a short step to collect and keep for their own sake those books and authors which had become his particular favourites. The existence of his private library is sufficient proof that he was a book collector. One of its most notable features is the section on angling of over a hundred items, many of them duplicated in his bookstock, and this collecting interest was well known to his friends, who sometimes donated books to him. 75 But there were many other books which appear in his commercial stock which he appeared to want to keep for himself. Such This had an 'address to the reader' by I.W., believed to be Izaac Walton. Bliss had acquired a copy and wrote to inform Pickering. On 10 February 1852 Pickering wrote back saying: 'I neither know the names of Martin and Allestrye as publishing or Skeffington as connected in any way with Walton -The Hero of Lorenzo I think I have seen but of the book really know nothing'. 87 Two days later Bliss sent it to him to examine and rebind, saying: 'The little volume that accompanies this was for an eighteenpenny binding but in order that you may see it and be as convinced as I am that the notice is Izaac Walton's, I send it begging you to get a better coat put on it than I at first intended and charge to my account'. 88 Pickering wrote back immediately to confirm the attribution:
The little book you have sent me this morning is unquestionably Walton's, i.e. the 6 pages of preface ... I have seen the book not very long since, perhaps this very copy, but knew nothing of its connexion. I shall of course keep a sharp look out for one, till I get it, which I am pretty sure to do ... I will put The Hero of Lorenzo in proper costume. 89 On 26 February Bliss wrote again to enquire:
Have you found your Skeffington? No -then I beg you will do me the favour to place the copy I so fortunately discovered among my own unknown treasures on your own shelves, and as near to your Waltons as you think the book deserves. Believe me, I should have felt very uneasy at keeping this trifle from its proper resting place, and I have great pleasure in offering it for your acceptance. I should have said this at first but I confess I should not have been sorry had a second copy been ferreted out, and so both of us been able to boast. 90 Pickering acknowledged the gift with thanks, adding The book is very interesting to me, who have for forty years angled for every scrap that would illustrate Walton's life or writings. But this book I had not the remotest knowledge of, and do value'. 91 It appears in 'its proper resting place', not in his library but apparently in his bookstock in the 1854 sale, by this time in its 'proper costume' of blue morocco with gilt edges by Clarke and Bedford, with the note: 'Rare. This was edited by Izaac Walton'. 92
Another notable collection in Pickering's possession in 1854 was a striking array of early editions of the English Bible, auctioned in the second sale of 7 August. That he had developed an enthusiasm for them by 1839 is suggested by his letter to Bliss on 29 October. 'Have you ever seen Cranmer's Bible 1539 at St. John's College Cambridge upon vellum', he wrote, 'it is the finest book I ever beheld'. 93 Certainly the list of Bibles and New Testaments in his stock has the appearance of a collection. It is true that he had disposed of rare items and obtained high prices, as in 1848 when he sold six editions of Cranmer's Bible to the British Museum; nevertheless, he had retained several other copies of each of those editions. Many items he had obtained from famous collections like those of the Duke of Sussex, Dawson Turner and the Revd Theodore Williams, but the most notable source was that of Lea Wilson who published the catalogue of his collection in 1845. Picketing had apparently played a considerable part in building it up, as Lea Wilson himself acknowledged. At the conclusion of the description of the so-called Cranmer version of April 1539 he remarked: 'I am indebted to the kindness and liberality of Mr. William Pickering, Bookseller, Piccadilly, whose zeal and unwearied industry has greatly contributed to the formation of my collection'. 94 Pickering subsequently acquired a large number of Lea Wilson's copies, and in the section of the catalogue of the second sale of his stock entitled 'Versions of the Scriptures' there are many so described with the reference numbers given. As a result his collection was on a scale which approached that of Lea Wilson, consisting as it did of 238 lots of Bibles together with 131 versions of the New Testament. 95 Many items eventually fetched good prices, the chief buyer being Henry Stevens. On Pickering's death he had informed Lenox of the opportunity of securing rare Bibles and subsequently spent £1,763 on them, concentrating largely on the choice Lea Wilson copies. 96 His purchases included the Parker version of 1568, number thirty in the Wilson catalogue, for which he paid £60 10s. 97 He had begun to buy Bibles in 1845 and had frequently visited Pickering's bookshop but his chief source at first seems to have been the catalogues issued by Thorpe.
Nor was Stevens the only one seeking Bibles. Henry Huth was another, and his collection eventually included every edition prized by collectors. It seems clear that in the period from 1845 to the time of Pickering's bankruptcy, there was a market in a field in which he was building a considerable collection in his bookstock. What is surprising is that, in spite of his acquaintance with Stevens, and the fact that Stevens was no stranger to his shop, he did not sell much more to him. It was not until after the bankruptcy that Stevens was able to acquire the stock that he did. In contrast to Thorpe, Pickering does not appear to have issued a comprehensive catalogue after 1834. It is difficult to resist the conclusion that in the case of English Bibles, as with his favourite authors, Pickering's love of books became stronger than his commercial instinct. It is conceivable that his collecting activities, like the expense of some of his more elaborate publications, may have contributed to the debt which provoked the long drawn-out legal proceedings from 1845 until his bankruptcy in 1853. One cannot help speculating whether he could have saved himself if there had been an auction of his stock before rather than after the lawsuit and bankruptcy. Thorpe had resorted to this step when in financial difficulty and survived. 98 94 
There were clearly two sides to Pickering. One was the commercial bookseller and innovator; the other, as has been shown, was the book lover and collector with more than a little tendency towards bibliomania. As such, he seems to have had as much in common with men like Bliss and Utterson as with commercial publishers such as Murray, Bentley and Knight. Indeed, in many ways he helped to prolong the Dibdinian age and formed a connecting link between the old age and the new. Collecting early editions and other material was a necessity for Pickering the publisher, but his genuine love of books meant he shared the collector's passion for them for their own sake. Heber is reported to have had the motto: 'no gentleman can be without three copies of a book, one for show, one for use and one for borrowers'. In view of the number of duplicates and fine copies both in his library and his stock one might be justified in attributing a similar one to Pickering -in his case it would be one for show, one for use and one to sell.
